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whom we heard in the third century A.D., reappear in the seventh when they are said to have been supported by a provincial governor but not by the king Aggabodhi1 and still more explicitly in the reign of Parakrama Bahu (c. 1160). He endeavoured to reconcile to the Mahavih&ra "the Abhayagiri brethren who separated themselves from the time of king Vattag&mani Abhaya and the Jetavana brethren that had parted since the days of Mah&sena and taught the Vetulla Pitaka and other writings as the words of Buddha, which indeed were not the words of Buddha2." So it appears that another recension of the canon was in existence for many centuries.
Dh&tusena, though depicted in the Mah&vamsa as a most orthodox monarch, embellished the Abhayagiri monastery and was addicted to sumptuous ceremonies in honour of images and relics. Thus he made an image of Mahinda, dedicated a shrine and statue to Metteyya and ornamented the effigies of Buddha with tho royal jewels. In an image chamber (apparently at the Abhayagiri) he set up figures of Bodhisattvas3, by which we should perhaps understand the previous births of Gotama. He was killed by his son and Sinhalese history degenerated into a complicated story of crime and discord, in which the weaker faction generally sought the aid of the Tamils. These latter became more and moro powerful and with their advance Buddhism tended to give place to Hinduism, In the eighth century tho court removed from Anuradhapura to Pollannaruwa, in order to escape from the pressure of the Tamils, but the picture of anarchy and decadence grows more and more gloomy until the accession of Vijaya B&hu in 1071 who succeeded in making himself king of all Ceylon. Though he recovered Anuradhapura it was not made the royal residence either by himself or by his greater successor, Par&krama B&hu*. This monarch, the most eminent in the long list of Ceylon's sovereigns, after he had consolidated his power, devoted himself, in the words of Tennent, "to the two grand objects of royal solicitude, religion and agriculture." He was lavish in building monasteries, temples and libraries, but not less generous in constructing or repairing
1 Mahfiv. xtn. 35 ff,
*  Mah&v. 3wcrro. 21-23.
8 Hah&v.   xxxvm,   Ak&fli patim&gche J>ahumanga.lacetiye boddhisatte  oa tath&sun. Cf. Fa-Hsien, chap, xmn, ad fin.
*  Or Parakkama B&hu. Probably 1153-1186.